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CHAT believes that everyone is entitled to decent, secure and affordable
accommodation - somewhere to call ‘home’

Once you are registered and are
committed to raising a target of £25
sponsorship, and you want to support
those who are homeless in Mid Devon, we
will send you a fundraising welcome pack
– which includes a beanie for each person
sleeping.
This year’s sleep-out - wherever you
wish - with whoever you wish - for as
many nights as you wish. Our main
event is Friday 25th, Saturday 26th &
Sunday 27th June 2021, but if you
prefer another night that is fine with us.
Our community challenge is to sleep
under the stars (you can use a tent if
you wish) for a minimum of one night
between Friday the 25th June & Sunday
27th June and raise some vital money for
those who may not have a roof over their
heads. For a fun adventure in your back
garden for the night why not invite a
friend over to camp too! If you can’t use

a garden – how about ‘Sofa Surfing’
or even cooler - A SOFA FORT!

Homeless 4 a Night – please join us or
promote it to your friends, family and
work colleagues!

You can take a tent into your
garden or create a full box fort/
castle, decorate it & then sleep
in it. For those feeling brave
why not take only a sleeping
bag and some cardboard and
sleep under the stars?
It would be great if everyone
could register and the best way
to do that is to visit our webpage
first: https://chatmid.org/
homeless4anight/

Aaron and James wearing new CHAT beanies
Homeless 4 A Night has been kindly
made possible and sponsored by

Update from Simon
Along with everyone else we are starting to look forward as well as
reflecting back over the last year and how we now adapt ‘post
lockdown’. Our 25th anniversary events had to be cancelled last
year but we are looking forward to being able to connect with our
supporters more in person during this coming year. Our AGM will
be on July 29th and as well as the necessary business we will be
there to feed back in person about the last year at CHAT and we
also think it important to still recognise the 25th anniversary
(albeit a year late!). We will be holding a service of thanksgiving
on September 5th so please mark this in your diary. At CHAT we
continue to be committed to meeting the needs of our clients and
we are only able to do this with the support from the local
community. We do not take this for granted and thank you all.
Simon Friend (Chairman)

Tackling homelessness, avoiding evictions, bringing hope

CHAT NEWS

MAY 2021

Simon Reeve helps Tiverton Rotary raise £8,000

Simon Reeve, who lives in Devon, is now
a popular and much travelled television
personality.
On Wednesday 13th January he spent 90
minutes on Zoom answering questions
about himself, his younger days, his

travels, his likes and dislikes, his
most frightening moments and
more, in an event organised by the
Rotary Club of Tiverton. He also read
an extract from his autobiography,
“Step by Step”. Simon was his
natural self, answering many
questions put to him by Rotarian
Malcolm Lock, from the hundreds
sent in by those
watching, with honesty, humour and
eliciting great interest.
The Rotary Club sold 625 tickets for the
event, so the audience was significant
from all over the UK (bearing in mind that
there were often two or more to a screen).

Tiverton
The very good news is that the event
raised £8,000 to be split between two
nominated charities, Tiverton’s Churches
Housing Action Team (CHAT) and Fathoms
Free (a volunteer marine conservation
and awareness group based in Cornwall).
Both charities were represented on the
evening and spoke briefly about their
objectives. A big thank-you to all at the
Rotary who played a part in this successful
online fundraiser.

Blue Bell fundraiser –
Do you know anyone with some woods?
Could you help raise some money too?
At the end of April after months of lockdown a joint
fundraising event was held at a farm near Pennymoor.
People were invited to take a choice of various
picturesque walks around the beautiful lake and newly
planted woodland area scattered with bluebells and
primroses. A welcome cup of tea and cake followed, with
a chance to sit and chat and enjoy the surrounding
beautiful views.
Enjoyed by over a hundred people, an amazing £961.05
was raised over the weekend. A massive thank-you to
Jude, Reg & the team of helpers, who worked hard to
create this event.

If you need our support…
If you need Support and Advice with housing or debt
and money you can call us on 01884 255606
between 9:30am-4:30pm Monday – Friday or contact us
via our website www.chatmid.org or
email theoffice@chatmid.co.uk

If you need help with food please call us between 10am 12 noon Monday – Friday to see how we can help.
See facebook @CHATMidDevon or www.chatmid.org for
further details and any changes to the services we offer.
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James’ MEGA sleep-out!
Aaron (12) and James (8) chose to join in #maxsbigcampout. They
joined in a garden sleepout to celebrate Max's 365th night under
canvas. Max is a boy from Devon who camped out in his garden for
a year to raise money for charity.
“I wanted to keep sleeping out
because I wanted to raise money
for CHAT so everyone could have a
fair life” said James.

been sporadic 5km runs, so now I will have to run more regularly
and further. I have chosen the distance to Guernsey as that was
where we were due to go on holiday last summer” she said.

James is planning to continue
camping out for a month.
Gail, aka Mum, decided to set herself
a challenge too. She plans to run the
distance to Guernsey (100 miles) by
the time Guernsey hopes to open it's
borders. “Jogging has been helpful
over the lockdowns, but they have

If you would like to support 8-year-old James
please visit https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/gail-foreshew
Donating through JustGiving is simple, fast
and totally secure. Your details are safe with
JustGiving - they'll never sell them on or send
unwanted emails. Once you donate, your
money will be sent directly to CHAT. This is the
most efficient way to donate - saving you time
and cutting costs for CHAT.
The Foreshew family have now beaten their
target – total currently at an amazing £1,000.

Our Student Volunteers
Churches Housing Action Team (CHAT)
would like to thank both Ray Levy and
Ryan Lambert for the dedicated support
that they have given to CHAT over the
period October 2020 to April 2021.
The two projects included a healthy 5-Day
meal plan and a fundraiser for some slow
cookers.

a slow cooker
With a visit to
the foodbank
saved the day!
to gather
knowledge of the contents, they
developed a great leaflet that we included
in 270 Booster Food packs to families in
poverty at Easter. We continue now to
include the leaflet in our foodbank packs.
These meal plans will help those people
who struggle with providing a healthy
meal for their families. The fundraiser for
slow cookers was planned, publicised and
executed with perfection, by creating a
JustGiving online fundraiser. With such
success they raised in excess of their
planned £500, totalling £625.

Ryan Lambert told us:
“Ray Levy and I are
both Plymouth
University students,
studying a Health and
Social Care Foundation
Degree at Petroc. For our
course we were tasked with creating and
promoting a health promotion campaign
in our local community. We agreed that
our goal was to create a campaign that
would benefit people for a long time. So,
as we both had some experience with
food poverty we wished to work with
CHAT’s foodbank. The goal of the leaflet
was to allow people to make the most out
of their food whilst maintaining a healthy
diet. By raising funds, we enabled CHAT to
buy 50 slow cookers to give out to people
who lack cooking facilities.“
Our grateful clients quoted: “My oven
stopped working and I couldn’t afford the
repairs, so the gift of the Slow Cooker
really helped. I hadn’t realised how useful

Meal plans being
added to our booster packs

this form of cooking was and how little
electricity they use”. “I was recently
rehoused, there was no cooker or
microwave - a slow cooker saved the day!”
Download the 5 Day Meal Planner on our
webpage: https://chatmid.org/foodbank/
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Debt and Money advice in
Cullompton
Free debt and money advice
appointments are available every Friday
in Cullompton, thanks to the Churches
Housing Action Team (CHAT) in
partnership with St Andrews.

CHAT AGM

The sessions are both confidential and
impartial, and designed to
help those struggling with
or feeling overwhelmed
by their financial situation.

Thursday 29th July
at 7pm
St. James’ Church,
40 Old Road, Tiverton
EX16 4HJ

Call 01884 255606
to discuss and make
an appointment at
St. Andrew's
Community Centre.

Email theoffice@chatmid.co.uk
for more information

New Homes for CHAT

Follow our
Facebook posts
during the first
week of June

NEW! we now have CHAT houses – the best place for your loose
change!
Please email theoffice@chatmid.co.uk if you would like us to
send you one or arrange to collect one/some from our office. If
you belong to an organisation – Church/ Club/ School & would
like a supply, please do email or telephone and we will get them
to you.
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